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This document illustrates additional methods and techniques commonly used in “Green Screen” or Basic Searches.

The Basic Search — Part Two

These methods are used in the “Telling OPAS what you wish to see” part of the search process; you will still press
the Enter [ Enter B key or click the Search icon to execute the search.

Search

Wildcards

Wildcards allow you to expand a search and remove some of the specificity of the search by in effect telling the
computer to find “Something like this” instead of the default which is “Find something exactly like this”

The wildcard symbol in OPAS is the asterisk: * (Shift + the number 8 on your keyboard)

Wildcards are used in Text fields and can be placed anywhere in the field. In fact, the placement of the wildcard
takes affects its operation.

Trailing  Trailing wildcards come at the end of a text field. The wildcard search shown here (from the
Wildcards Works area) tells OPAS to find any work where the title starts with the word ‘Symphony’
and is then followed by anything else at all.
This search would return List Compose |
o Sym phony No.1linC Main ] Masher'l'lﬂe|5y111phony‘
e Symphony In B-Flat [ wstumentaton Frint Tite |
e Symphony For Strings and Timpani, [ pdgoraiona Arrangement |
etc... e U= =r Sp=—vaeyy
Even if you do not use a wildcard, the trailing wildcard is always implied in OPAS.
That is, OPAS interprets these two as exactly the same thing.
Zomposer Composer
Title | Symphony® = Title | Symphony
Print Title Print Title
Leading Leading wildcards come at the beginning of a text field, and imply that anything can come
Wildcards in front of the text that you have specified. The wildcard search shown here (from the

Works area) tells OPAS to find any work that starts with anything at all and ends with
‘March.”

BASIC SEARCH: Works 1

List

This search would return

Composer i

e Liberty Bell March [won ] Master Title |=March
e Rakéczy March [ imstumentzton | Print Titl

Additional Data ArrangemeniE
However, it would not find “March, The L e e e g E

Stars and Stripes Forever” as that title begins with the word ‘March’ and your wildcard
specifically told OPAS that something had to be in front of the word ‘March’
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Leading+ You can specify both Leading and Trailing Wildcards. In fact, when using a Leading
Trailing Wildcard, you may well often want to include the Trailing Wildcard. Remember that the
Wildcards trailing wildcard is implied when you don’t use any wildcard at all (see above) but it is not

implied when you use any other wildcard.

BASIC SEARCH: Works 1

So, OPAS interprets this search (from the Works List -
area) as “Any composition that has the word EE Mﬁ%
‘March’ in the Title”. (Technically speaking, “Any [ instrumentation | - |
composition in which any character at all is [ Additional Data | Arrangement%
followed by ‘march’ and then followed by any other [ amimssesanmall | _sacosstonm - aiamne e 4
character at all). This search would return the

following list of works — note how the word ‘March’ appears in various places in each title.

FILTER: Works 1 [Williams John: SUPERMAN MARCH]

Lt _|composer Master Title Arrangement _ nstrumentato
= Elgar, Edward MILTARY MARCH NO. 1N D WAJOR, OP.39 4223 44
Dbt =l Elgar, Edward MLTARY MARCH NO. 2 IN A MINOR, OP.38 3233|447
—_—
Additional Data
ublications e |"e% Cares COUNTRY BAND MARCH 1-0-1-0] 0-1-K
perf. Hit. Liszt, Franz RAKOCZY WARCH 3222|423
Cheddist
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeu] CLEMENZA DITITO, K. 621: MARCH 2222122
Documents
| Cocuments |
Prokofiev, Sergel LOVE FOR THREE ORANGES: MARCH AND SCH 2323143
Purcel, Henry MARCH AND CANZONA FOR QUEEN MARY'S F 0-0-0010-2:4
Souss, John Philip MANHATTAN BEACH MARCH 0-0-0-0 0-0-
Souss, John Philip MARCH "THE LIBERTY BELL® 2222 22-
Souss, John Philip MARCH "THE STARS AND STRPES FOREVER" 2222|433
ORISR T wid

“?” Wildcard A different wildcard character can also be used to find any data within a field. This is used
to find any when you want to find database records that contain something within a given field but do
datain a not want to (or cannot) specify what that information is.

field This wildcard character is the question mark: “ ? “ This tells OPAS to find any record in
which the field contains any kind of data at all. Examples of this search could be:

In the Works area, use the *2" wildcard
in the Performance History screen to [ ]

Dates
find all Works that have had any e Boe T 7 P> Aoy - Gond
. Instrumentation e || \ ||7 J ”
performance. This also works to great o —

Additional Data 1

effectin the Address Book areato find | picatons/ior]
all musicians who have a performance et sl o o betimad® sttt o, g gt o
history.

¥ BASIC SEARCH: Dates 1

e — cndar [T
iz Event Type [Concert 5 ochesta [ .
By Ei In the Dates area, this use of the
dditional Dal . .
- . wildcard sequence would find all
= ate - Program fvj .
Dot S G TS AT =y concerts that have a soloist. Note
— -1 howwe include the wildcard
sequence with information from a
drop-down field.
FI Ob Cl Bn Hn Tp Tb Tu Timp Pre HapKbd Bt Woc W VI2 Wiz Cel Bas Non
5 I I I
Soloists -
[ Sobist > N Instrument > Notes
L Y, | |
"

OPAS - Basic Search / Wildcards



